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FOR Iffi1EDIATE RELEASE 
October l!J, 1976 
Contacts: Walda W. Roseman 

Carolyn L. Tillotson 
(202) 395-4990 

PRESS RELEASE 
.,,.,0 l,;v I , t: 56 

OTP OFFERS SUGGESTIONS AT DIRECTION OF PRESIDENT FOR CB RADIO 

OTP announced Friday, October 15, that at the direction of 

Gerald R. Ford.· the Office has suggested to the Federal Communications 

that three portions of radio frequency space might be utilized 

in the Commission's efforts to provide for Citizen's Band (CB) and other 

personal radio services. .· . . 

In a letter to FCC Chairman Richard E. Wiley, OTP Director Thomas J. 
Houser noted that at the President's request the Federal agencies which 

comprise the OTP-chaired Interdepartment Radio Advisory Committee have 

studied all of the frequency bands currently under Government control 

to determine \.,.hether any additional spectrum might be made available 

for the rapidly growing CB radio service. 

While he said he has "no magic solutions", Houser noted that the 

Chairman could feel free to offer the Commission's Personal Radio 

Planning Group its Personal Use Radio Advisory Committee: 

o Use of the 27.54 to 28 MHz (megahertz) band· - with some 

exceptions - for relocation of other non-government users if such 

relocation could provide useable CB spectrum. Because of interference 

peculiar to the Class D Citizen's Band service, those bands 

could riot used directly for CB; and 

o Use of the 222 to 224 MHz band, as previously offered for 

the proposed Class E short distance CB service. Use of these bands 

would eliminate the "skip" problems indigenous to the frequencies 

no•..-1 in use. 
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~ouser suggested that regardless of whether spectrum overcrowing 

problems for CB. may be resolved for the short and intermediate 

term, "it remains our view that the Commission should immediately 

reserve some portion of the spectrum near 900 MHz so that resources 

are available at such time as advancing technology makes the utilization 

of this resource realistic." Space in this portion of the spectrum has 

already been set aside by the FCC for a variety of uses as a result of 

a recent FCC decision (Docket No. 18262). 

The tremendous growth in popularity of CB radio and the resulting 

congestion of the assigned 23 channels led the FCC earlier this yea~ 

to furnish an additional 17 channels for CB, bringing the total to 40. 

In June of this year, the White House, also concerned with administra-

ti ve and spectrum problems spa~vned by rapid growth of CB service, 

convened a meeting o~ representatives from the government, industry 

and user communities. OTP was instructed by the President following 

the meeting to make an effort to further resolve the problem of channel 
.. ~ 

congestion. 
·• 

The radio frequency spectrum is the range of electromagnetic frequencies 

shared internationally for the over-the-air transmission of information. 

Since t~.;o radio·· signals cannot occupy the same frequency in the sa.'!'.e 

place at the same time, competition for spectrum space is often fierce 

and can give rise to overcrowding. To avert problems of congestion and 

to ?ro~otc the most efficient usc of the spcctr~~, the President h~s 

l t · .;~ ~l~."l~i·:c!.·:- <!~,lcg.':\t:~ hi:.s rc}:lv0:1:<:i~ili~y !or ~ .. 'l:1.':\Cji:1Cj tho!Jo po::tio:1:S 

· c: ~~:t.> ·spec: !"'.:::1 used by :~e Fe de:: .11 Govc:-n:::c:1 t to OTP. The FCC has 

a~~hority over all other U.S. spectrum users. The two agencies coordinate 

their efforts to assure that all U.S. users can be efficiently 

accommodated on both a domestic and international basis. 
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